
Nazis. They were mar-
ried 20 years after the 
war, and in all their 
time together, Eddie 
didn’t tell her every-
thing about the bloody 
Battle of Metz. But he 
did tell her his “tree” 
story. 
 Marching through 
cold and rain and muck 
and gunfire, the Missis-
sippi farm boy would 
pick out a tree in the 
distance and tell him-
self, “I can make it to 
that tree.” When he got 
there, he’d spot anoth-
er far-off tree and tell 
himself the same thing 
– over and over until he 
got orders to stop for 
rest or had to take cov-
er from enemy fire. 
 
  
(see Widow page 11) 

Shirley Sessions 
troops down a two-lane 
road in the chill autumn 
air, walking toward Ger-
many. The road runs 
through northeast 
France, but it looks and 
smells like any two-lane 
in Georgia: the occa-
sional car whooshes 
past; smelly exhausts 
hang over the pave-
ment; roadside litter 
perches in the weeds. 
 A woman of 75 has 
no business here. The 
cars come too close. 
The overgrown grass on 
the shoulder makes the 
footing uncertain. But 
she insists on walking 
this highway in the mid-
dle of nowhere. Exactly 
70 years ago, in World 
War II, her husband al-
most certainly trudged 
along this same road 

and under far worse 
circumstances. 
 Eddie Sessions 
fought his way into Ger-
many from this place. 
Walking these same 
dark soils as her hus-
band did so many dec-
ades ago, speaking with 
the remaining old men 
who survived the 
battles, seeing the end-
less white geometry of 
the headstones in the 
war cemetery, Shirley 
has come to under-
stand how easily Eddie 
could have been killed. 
They would never have 
met, never married, 
never built a life span-
ning a half-century. 
Shirley was younger 
than Eddie by 14 years, 
which means she was 
only 5 when he went 
overseas to fight the 
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Dear Friends, 
 
 It seems a long time 
since our 65TH Reunion to 
rededicate the beautiful 95TH 
Infantry Division Memorial 
at Ft. Sill and our trip to 
Metz and other battlefields 
in Lorraine in November, to 
commemorate the 70TH An-
niversary of the Liberation 
and to honor the Iron Men 
of Metz. Both were incredi-
bly emotional events in the 
life of the Association, well-
attended and further 
strengthening the bonds be-
tween our heroes and their 
families and friends. 
 I must apologize for the 
lengthy delay in posting 
new information to the As-
sociation website and in 
publishing news to you 
about the upcoming 66TH 
Reunion plans and in con-
veying to you additional 
news received about our 
Iron Men. I can simply tell 
you that it has been difficult 
to sustain the efficiency I 
have previously endeavored 
to bring to this task. There is 
much to share with you now 
and your hard-working vol-
unteer staff is again stepping 
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You may use the Officer and Council contact infor-
mation shown above if you have questions, death 

notices or other information to share. 

up to plan and to execute the 
66TH Reunion of the Associ-
ation from 19-22 November 
2015. 
 Indeed, we will assemble 
at the National Infantry Mu-
seum at Ft. Benning, GA at 
the time of the 71ST anniver-
sary of our Iron Men’s com-
bat at Metz and the sur-
rounding area. In addition to 
honoring our departed com-
rades at the Metz Hour, we 
will create the venue, in 
conjunction with the 95TH 
Infantry Division Founda-
tion, for dedicating a Monu-
ment to the 95TH Infantry 
Division, which honors, 
first, those Veterans of 
World War II, upon which 
the Division’s Legacy was 
established, but goes on to 
honor all of those who have 
served with honor in the 
95TH Division. It will be lo-
cated on the ‘Walk of 
Honor’ at the Museum. 
The main reason for the de-
lay in our Reunion has been 
all of the effort behind de-
signing the Monument, co-
ordinating with all of the 
companies and agencies 
necessary for its construc-
tion and approval, and, of 
course, on-going fund-
raising. The all-in cost of 
this project is closing in on 
$50,000. 
 The Foundation needs 
the support of all of our 
friends in this endeavor.  
 
(see President page 7) 
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way to Luckenbach.  I thought if 
we returned to Fredericksburg, I 
would bring Dad’s plate and ask if 
they would post it with the others. 
As you know, I presented the li-
cense plate to the lady behind the 
counter, Linda, in the “Post Of-
fice.”  Linda saw the plate and 
inquired where I was from in Wis-
consin. Turns out she is also a 

Wisconsin native, so she assured 
me she would hang the plate.  
Doug Bowyer, whose father was 
also in the 95th, then came up 
with a great idea…  He asked Lin-
da if he got the WWII veterans to 
sign the plate, would she hang it 
in a “good spot?”  She enthusiasti-
cally agreed.  The two veterans 
with us that day, Ceo Bauer and 
Steve Jamison, were very happy 
to sign the plate. Doug and I also 
signed the plate in memory of our 
respective fathers. Within 15 

minutes of signing the plate, Doug 
came over and told the group “the 
plate is up.”  He then motioned us 
over to the location, on the back 
of the ATM kiosk, facing the front 
of the “Post Office” building, eye-
height, immediately next to the 
driveway!  We were all thrilled, 
especially the veterans. The final 
piece of the puzzle was provided 

by Ceo’s niece Kim Urbon, who 
found the Luckenbach “wandering 
artist” and got him to spray lac-
quer over the plate to help pre-
serve the signatures. 
  What a day!  I’m glad to have 
been a part of it and appreciate the 
opportunity to tell the story to oth-
ers in the 95th – especially those 
who might be headed toward 
Luckenbach, Texas. Take a look 
folks!  95th Division, front and 
slightly left of center! 
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  My father, Ernest Link, was a 
member of I Company, 377th 
Regt., 95th Div. during WWII. He 
was a replacement during the bat-
tle at Metz and although wounded, 
continued with the unit through 
the end of the war. He was a 
squad leader and was promoted to 
the rank of Staff Sergeant during 
his time on the line. He carried a 
bazooka after the Company 
Commander, Vince Geiger, got 
tired of carrying it and handed 
it off to my Dad. 
  Dad attended many I Compa-
ny reunions and I began attend-
ing with him in 2005 or ‘06 in 
Frankenmuth, Mich. where I 
met most of the guys.   
  There were about 3 dozen at-
tendees at that time. Dad passed 
away in July 2010, but my fam-
ily and I had become a part of 
the I Company “family” by 
then, and we have continued to 
attend the reunions, both to see 
“the guys” and their families 
and to honor my Dad’s 
memory. 
  Dad was very proud of the 
95th, and in 1994 after visiting 
France and taking part in the 
50th Anniversary of the Libera-
tion of Metz, he wrote his 
memoir about his experiences 
with the 95th.  He also ordered the 
personalized license plate from 
Wisconsin recognizing his Purple 
Heart and also had the “95 INF” 
as the tag ID in honor of the 95th. 
  On a previous trip to Fredericks-
burg, we visited Luckenbach and I 
noted the license plates from all 
over the world that were donated 
and displayed on the various 
buildings.  I have been to 3 reun-
ions in Fredericksburg, and each 
visit the guys always find their 

Maj. Gen. (Ret.) James E. Archer and I Company veterans, Steve Jamison and Ceo Bauer pose 

with a Ernest Link’s 95th Infantry license plate in its new location in Luckenback, Texas.  

LET’S GO TO LUCKENBACK, TEXAS 
By John Link 
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Dear friends of the 95TH Di-
vision and the Iron Men of 
Metz, 
 
 As you probably are 
aware, the 95TH Infantry Di-
vision Foundation has em-
barked on a project to have a 

suitable Monument built in 
memory of the 95TH Infantry 
Division and also to honor all 
of the Soldiers who ever 
served in the division from 
late in WWI to the present 
day. Your 95TH Infantry Divi-
sion Association supports the 

Foundation in this endeavor 
and seeks, through the 
JOURNAL and the Web Site, 
to assist the Foundation in 
publicizing the project and in 
helping to raise the funds to 
pay for it. 
 The Monument is current-
ly under construction with an 
estimated completion date of 
November 1, 2015. Your As-
sociation is planning its 66TH 
Reunion at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, in order to conduct 
a Dedication Ceremony for 
the Monument at the Nation-
al Infantry Museum’s ‘Walk 
of Honor’ Memorial Park. 
This beautiful site is a fitting 
place for the perpetual keep-
ing of this exquisite Monu-
ment dedicated to the Iron 
Men of Metz. Depictions of 
both the front and the back of 
this Monument are included 
for your review. It incorpo-
rates the Bellecroix Eagle as 
an enduring symbol of the 
friendship between the peo-
ple of Metz, Lorraine, and all 
of France and their gratitude 
for the sacrifices of the Iron 
Men of Metz, who helped to 
liberate their Nation.  

APPEAL FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE 
MONUMENT HONORING THE SOLDIERS OF THE 

95
th

 DIVISION 

Design plan for front of 

monument.  
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 This Monument, to include 
its construction, transport, 
installment and perpetual 
care will cost upwards to 
$50,000. Though some of the 
funds have been raised, there 
is still a considerable amount 
needed. Donations large and 
small are required to com-
plete the project. Confidence 
in your support prompted the 
Foundation’s starting the pro-
ject as it did not wish to wait 
longer due to the passing of 
so many of our WWII heroes.  
 November 19-22, mem-
bers of the Association and 
others will gather at Ft. Ben-
ning, home of the Infantry, to 
honor 95TH Division Soldiers 
and to be honored for the Di-
vision’s sacrifices through 
the years. If ever you were to 
attend the Reunion, this is the 
time to join us. Most im-
portantly, the 95TH Infantry 
Division Foundation needs 
your support in this endeavor. 
No donation is too small, and 
your generosity is greatly ap-
preciated. Some of you may 
also have sources of match-
ing funds that can be great 
multipliers of your contribu-
tions. 
 Ceo Bauer, I Company 
377TH Infantry Regiment, is 
the Campaign Chairman. You 
can mail your tax deductible 
contribution to: 
 

95TH Infantry Division  
Foundation 
C/O Stephen Bodnar,  
Treasurer 
408 West Nimitz Street 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
 
 Foundation President Maj. 
Gen. (Ret.) Doug Dollar 
joins me in thanking you for 
your generous support. We 
look forward to seeing you at 
the upcoming Reunion. It 

will be a memorable and 
touching occasion as we hon-
or the Iron Men of Metz and 
inspire future Soldiers in the 
Victory Division. 
 
Jim 
 
Maj. Gen. (Ret.) 
James E. Archer 
President 
95TH Infantry Division  
Association 

Design plan for back of 

monument.  
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WELCOME TO ALL VICTORY 
BELLES PAST, PRESENT, & 
FUTURE: 
 
 I am so pleased to be back to 
welcome you to our 2015 Reunion 
at Ft. Benning. This Reunion falls 
at a very important time of year 
considering that it is so 
close to Veteran’s Day & 
to the anniversary of the 
date that Metz, France, 
was liberated during 
WWII.   
 The main event for the 
Reunion this year is the 
dedication of a memorial 
for the service men of the 95th Di-
vision.  This monument is present-
ly under construction.  The Jour-
nal has in depth information about 
the Reunion & the dedication 
which is occurring on November 
19-22. 
 First off, I want to thank Me-
gan Graf & all others who made 
our Reunion a great success last 
year.  This year we hope to repeat 

this success. Susan Feely will be 
with us again I am happy to an-
nounce. 
 We are having our luncheon on 
Friday instead of Saturday at the 
National Infantry Museum.  It be-
gins at 11:00 a.m. The menu is yet 
to be determined, but the list of 

possibilities looks deli-
cious. 
 We are asking once 
again for contributions to 
the raffle which is always 
a main & fun event for 
the Victory Belles. Of 
course, quilts, keeping 
with tradition, are wel-

come, but crafts of any description 
are always so exciting. Bring them 
with you or contact me & I will 
have figured out a method for get-
ting them there. (Contact infor-
mation is listed below.)   
 Also you might think about one 
of your favorite recipes & bring it 
with you as we are still consider-
ing to have a recipe book at a fu-
ture reunion. If you have a story 

about this recipe, please include it. 
This way we can have them as-
sembled for publishing at a later 
date in some form or another. 
 We are hoping to continue our 
legacy of having interesting 
speakers. Col. (Ret.) Kelly 
(Lynch} Zacho gave us a most 
inspiring talk last year. 
 Most of all, we are hoping to 
see all of you at the luncheon at 
Ft. Benning in November for ca-
maraderie. 
 
Mary Beth McCarthy 
Executive Secretary 
Victory Belles  
2608 SW 30th St.         
Topeka, KS  66611 
dmccarthy3@cox.net 
785-267-0887 or 785-221-6042 
 
Susan Feely, 
Assistant to Secretary 
3635 Cleveland Ave.  
Brookfield, IL. 605135 
dr.mom80@aol.com 
708-641-2254  

VICTORY BELLES 

DUES REMINDER!!! 
IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 2015 DUES, PLEASE DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. DUES ARE $30 
FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP AND $15 FOR VICTORY BELLES. CHECKS SHOULD BE SENT TO: 

 
95TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION  
P.O. BOX 1113 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73101 
 
 

mailto:dmccarthy3@cox.net
mailto:dr.mom80@aol.com
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PRESIDENT  
(Continued from Page 2) 
 
Small and large donations are 
needed now, as we need to defray 
the entire cost of this project. Ear-
ly fund-raising has been encourag-
ing, but there is a long way to go. 
Renditions of the proposed Monu-
ment have been included in the 
JOURNAL and on the Association 
website for your review. You will 
note that the centerpiece of the 
Monument is a replica of the 
Bellecroix Eagle Monument, dedi-
cated by the Citizens of Metz for 
the sacrifice of our Soldiers in lib-
erating them. It is the intent of the 
designers to honor our French 
friends for their devotion to our 
Iron Men and to their families, in 
helping them to heal and for al-
ways remembering our Fallen 
Comrades.  
 We are planning a ‘short 
format’ Reunion, due to the sea-
son and due to the solemn and 
most important reasons we are 
gathering. A tour of the magnifi-
cent Museum, attendance at a 
graduation of new combat arms 
Soldiers in our Army, a visit to a 
reconstructed WWII Village 
(think Camp Swift!), the Victory 
Belles luncheon, dedication of our 
Division’s Monument, our Ban-
quet, and our traditional Metz 

Hour will be the main features. 
And, of course, we will most en-
joy each other’s company at the 
Hospitality Room. 
 We are working for the com-
fort of our guests and want to 
maximize attendance at this very 
special and unique Reunion. In 
some ways, this event marks the 
culmination of a Journey for our 
Iron Men, an opportunity to give 
permanence to the memories of us 
all in creating a place of reflection 
and honor to always recall with 
pride the Victory Division.  
 It must be said that it is not in-
expensive to get to Columbus, 
GA. If you ever listened to me, 
you need to, now. We do not have 
an overabundance of hotel rooms. 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESER-
VATIONS NOW! Further, you 
must decide whether to fly to At-
lanta and drive to Columbus or to 
fly into Columbus. Either way, for 
a couple, flight reservations may 
cost you $400 more if you wait 
than if you make them now.  
 PLEASE MAKE YOUR RES-
ERVATIONS NOW. The quicker 
we fill our room quota, the quick-
er we can ask for more rooms. 
They will be going fast.  
 I have one more personal plea 
to make to you. We did not pub-
lish our annual calendar this year. 
It was ready to go. It was a painful 

decision to make, but your Asso-
ciation could not afford to publish 
and to distribute it. Our Treasury 
is at an all-time low. Publishing 
the JOURNAL even 3X, annually, 
is the most we can afford to do. 
We need everyone to pay their 
dues. Membership and Dues are 
areas I have utterly failed in and it 
is critical that each of you who 
considers yourself a member of 
the Association forward your 
2015 dues and, if possible, your 
2016 dues. Every check is critical. 
And, if you are not a member, we 
need you, now. Please look for 
membership and dues information 
in the JOURNAL and on the Web-
site. Thank you for doing this 
now. 
 Friends, we are in pretty good 
shape for the shape we’re in be-
cause of the passion of our Iron 
Men and those of us who have 
learned from them. Please do what 
you can and endeavor to join us in 
rallying around the Division Flag 
to dedicate our Division’s Monu-
ment. Be safe and well until I see 
you there. 
 
Respectfully, 
Jim 

DUES REMINDER!!! 
IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 2015 DUES, PLEASE DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. DUES ARE $30 
FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP AND $15 FOR VICTORY BELLES. CHECKS SHOULD BE SENT TO: 

 
95TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION  
P.O. BOX 1113 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73101 
 
 



REUNION ACTIVITIES IN COLUMBUS, GA 

Thurs., November 19, 2015 

Hampton Inn 
2870 South Lumpkin Road 
Columbus, GA  31903 

(706) 660-5550 
 
Guests should make your reservations as soon as possible by calling the 
hotel directly. Deadline to reserve your room is Friday,  October 30, 
2015. Standard King and Double rooms are available at $117 per night 
exclusive of taxes. To get the group rate, those reserving rooms must state 
they are part of the “95TH INFANTRY REUNION.” All reservations must 
be accompanied by a first night room deposit or guaranteed with a major 
credit card.  
 
Visit http://visitcolumbusga.com/ for more information on available attractions. 
 
 
Thursday is a free day with no planned activities. Time to look around and see who has made it to Columbus for an-
other great 95th Reunion. Hospitality Room will open at 1:00 p.m.  Shuttles will be available to two local restaurants 
for dinner between 5 and 8 p.m. 

Friday, November 20, 2015 

Infantry Soldier Graduation 
8:30 a.m., Inouye Field 
 
New infantry soldier graduation. An exhilarating experi-
ence for both the recruit and visitors.  
 

National Infantry  
Museum  
10:00 a.m. 
 
The National Infantry Muse-
um is a place to remember. 
Experience 239 years of the 
Infantryman's service and sac-
rifice in immersive exhibits 
that put you in the fight for the 
last 100 yards. 
 

Victory Belles  
Luncheon 
Noon 
$28 per person 
 
Luncheon for the ladies. Come enjoy fun and fellowship 
with some great entertainment and door prizes.  
 

Dinner 
6:00 p.m., Hampton Inn 
$19 per person 
 
Enjoy a catered BBQ meal. 
 

Saturday, November 21, 2015  

National Infantry Museum “Walk of  
Honor” 95th Monument Dedication 
9:00 a.m.  
 
Guests will visit the National Infantry Museum for the 
unveiling  and dedication of the newly constructed 95th 
Monument located on the Walk of Honor. Lunch on your 
own. 
 

Business Meeting 
1:30 p.m. 
 

Banquet 
6:30 p.m., National Infantry Museum Ballroom 
$35 per person, all inclusive 
 
This dinner will be more dressy and will include Military 
Honors, a Guest Speaker, and special Presentations in 
honor of the Iron Men of Metz and succeeding genera-
tions of America’s warriors.  

Sunday, November 22, 2015 

Protestant and  
Catholic Services 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Metz Hour 
11:00 a.m. 
Memorial Services to remember fallen 
comrades. This year’s speaker to be announced. 
 
 

http://visitcolumbusga.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cross&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pqAYm_O9CM1ESM&tbnid=wI825JiJ3j-x3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwebclipart.about.com%2Fod%2FEaster_Holiday_Clip_Art%2Fss%2FReligious-Easter-Clip-Art_2.htm&ei=k9d7UfjLKOy62gWg


COLUMBUS, GEORGIA  REUNION REGISTRATION 
 
Member Full Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guest Name __________________________________________________________________ 

For additional guests, attach a list. 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________________  State ___________  Zip _____________________ 
 
Email __________________________________  95th Unit ____________________________ 
 

Reunion Fees  
DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS NOVEMBER 5, 2015. 

(Note: Registration is required for all members, spouses and guests) 
 
 

ITEM     NUMBER   COST  TOTAL 
 
Registration*         _________  X $42  $__________ 
 
Registration (15 years and under)  _________  X $25  $__________ 
 
Friday:   
 
Victory Belles Luncheon    _________  X $28  $__________ 
 
BBQ Dinner        _________  X $16  $__________ 
 
Saturday:  
 
Banquet          _________  X $35  $__________ 

 
               Grand Total:  $__________ 
*Includes costs for local transportation, event room rental, hospitality, audio/visual, etc.    
 
Form of payment:  _____  Check (Made payable to the 95th Division Association) 
 
   Mail completed form and check to P.O. Box 1113, OKC, OK 73101 
 
   ______  Credit Card  
 
 
 
Name on Card______________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________ 
 
Credit Card Number__________________________________ Security Code______________ 
 
Billing Address (if different from above)____________________________________________ 
 
Signature____________________________________________ Date_____________________ 
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C. Richard Goetze, Co. M, 3d Battalion 
Richard, 88, died Nov. 12, 2014. He served in the 
95th Infantry under General Patton at the Battle of 
the Bulge during WWII. He entered service on 
August 18, 1944 and was honorably discharged on 
June 26, 1946 attaining the rank of Sergeant.  
 
Wilford C. “Bill” Dalbec, Battery A, 920th FA 
Bill, died Oct. 22, 2014. He was a staff sergeant 
during WWII. He was the mess sergeant and shared 
the story many times that General Patton ate in his 
Mess Hall. Bill was preceded in death by his wife, 
Dolores. He previously served as the Association 
president.  
 
Charles Tomlinson, Jr., 377th Regt. 
Charles, age 90, died Sept 22, 2014. He joined the 95th in 
1944. According to his family he had a long and confident faith 
in Jesus Christ and they took great joy in celebrating the life of 
such a determined and inspirational man. He is survived by his 
wife of 68 years, Rose. 
 

Albert H. Basler, Co. F, 378th Regt. 
Albert passed away in January 2014. He served his country 
from 1944 to 1964. Albert served in Europe during WWII and 
was an infantry soldier at the Battle of the Bulge. He continued 
his military career into the Korean War. He was survived by 
his wife, Virginia.  
 

Leonard  “Len” A. Goldman, Co. E, 378thRegt.  
Len was very proud of his military service. He served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II in Metz, France, and earned 
the Purple Heart for his military service during the planning 
and preparation for the Battle of Metz. He is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Libby. 

 
Robert E. Noah  
Robert, 93, passed away on May 3, 2014 in Pinel-
las Park. He is survived by his wife, Kathleen. He 
served with the 95th Infantry Division throughout 
the European Theater. Robert was well loved by 
his family and will be greatly missed. 

Alfonso “Al” Palmon 
Al, 90, passed away on  December 29, 2014. Al was 
drafted into the U.S. Army in 1944 and served his 
country during World War II as a medic with the 
95th Infantry Division. He was survived by his wife 
Shirley.  

Robert A. Brown  
Robert, 91, of Park Forest, IL, passed away Sept. 27, 2014. 
He served with the 95th Infantry Division during World 
War II and his leadership was significant in advancing the 
95th Infantry Division Association and its mission.  

Chester “Chet” M. Stanko 
Chet died August 28, 2014. He served with the 
95th Infantry Division and received two Bronze 
Stars as a "Liberator," was awarded the Combat 
Infantry Badge, and was recognized as an expert 
rifleman, among other decoration. He was sur-
vived by his wife of 66 years, Angeline.  
 

Richard “Dick” Hogstad 
Dick died August 5, 2014. For his service with the 
95th in WWII, he was awarded the Purple Heart, the 
Bronze Star, the Silver Star and in 2014, the French 
Legion of Honor. He is survived by his wife of 64 
years, Carol. Dick was known for his friendliness, 
his genuine interest in other people, his storytelling 
and his incredible sense of humor. 
 

Martin Lockard, I/377th 
Martin died on July 12, 2014. He was the jeep driver for I 
Company. He received a full military funeral because that’s 
what he deserved.  His family wanted to thank all the Veterans 
for their service.  
 

Raymond Joseph Schank, Jr., I/377th 
Ray died Dec. 12, 2014. He served in England, 
France, Germany, Italy, Belgium and Norway, and 
was wounded in battle and was awarded the Purple 
Heart and Bronze Star. He was honorably dis-
charged in 1946 and returned to life on the farm. 
He was predeceased by his wife, Jean. 
 

Joe D. Morrison, A/379th 
Joe, 92, passed away December  2011. He joined Company A 
in November 1944 and was assigned to the 3d Platoon where 
he served as 1st Scout in the 1st Squad. He was wounded near 
Wewer, Germany in Aril 1945. He received the Bronze Star for 
action near Klotingen, Germany on April 6, 1945.  
 

Dr. K. Douglas Beakes, HQ Battery, 359th FA 
Douglas’ son, Doug said he had a healthy 91 years 
and died April 22 after a short hospitalization. Dr. 
Beakes’ poem, A Tribute to the Iron Men of Metz  
was featured in the Fall  2013 Journal. Also in 
2013, he was inducted into the International Adult 
and Continuing Education Hall of Fame for his 
significant contributions to the field of adult and 
continuing education.  
 

Truman Sawyer, A/379th 
Truman, 91, died Oct. 28, 2013. He joined Company A on Dec. 
27, 1944 in Saarlautern (one of 58 replacements that day). Be-
ing a “high point” man, he was transferred to another unit on 
May 16, 1945 instead of returning to the States with the 95th. 
Truman reenlisted in January 1946 in the Ordnance Branch and 
was discharged from the Army in 1956.   
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“It’s a good thing to have my feet 
on the same ground,” Shirley said 
in the days leading up to this 
walk. 
 She was making a pilgrimage 
to the places where Eddie sur-
vived terrifying episodes of com-
bat, where he huddled against 
freezing rains, where he rooted 
around for food – and where he 
refused to ever return. This cor-
ner of Europe, all these years lat-
er, would give up secrets about 
Eddie that five decades of mar-
riage hadn’t revealed. 

She was seeing the places he 
described, filling in details from 
some of his most poignant stories 
and meeting men who had their 
own incredible tales. 

◼◼◼  

 On our last day in France, 
Shirley and I were both exhausted 
from the daily trips to memorials 
and battlefields. She suggested 
we tour the Cathedral of St. Ste-
phen, the major landmark in Metz 
and a classic European Gothic 
church. It was just a 10-minute 
walk from the hotel. 
 At one point, we each paid one 
euro to buy and light votive can-
dles. As we sat quietly in the dark 
cathedral, I knew she was think-
ing about Eddie. I was thinking 
about my mom.  
 And we realized what a re-
markable journey we’d taken. 
“It has been a week like I’ve never 
known before,” she’d said earlier. 
I was reminded of a photograph 
of Eddie that Shirley gave me be-
fore our trip. He appears to be in 
his 30s, a smiling, handsome guy 
in a suit and tie. She wanted me 

to have the picture so I could see 
Eddie as a young man, the man 
she married. She was concerned 
that I’d met him when he was old 
and sick and would only think of 
him that way. 
 As we talked and reflected on 
our trip, she said she was glad 
she’d come to see the places that 
had such a big impact on Eddie’s 
life. 
 “He told me so little,” she said. 
“I definitely know him better 
now.” 
 So do I. 
 
This is only a small excerpt. 
Please visit the following link to 
read the full article:  
 
http://
personaljourneys.myajc.com/
liberatorswidow/?
icmp=AJC_internallink_122014
_rightrail_AJChpmyAJCbox 

Shirley Sessions, the widow of Eddie Sessions, takes a ride in the back of a fully restored WWII U.S. truck. Sessions took 

part in a parade for veterans in the small town of Créhange, France. RYON HORNE/RHORNE@AJC.COM 
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Bravest of the Brave! 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
95DIVASSOCIATION.COM 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

95th Infantry Division Association 
P.O. Box 1113 

Oklahoma City, OK 73101 
Address Service Requested 

Visit http://95divassociation.com/ to stay up to date on  
details for the 66th Reunion in Columbus, Georgia.  

http://95ivassociation.com/

